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Abstract
Effects of capsaicin on the circular muscle motility of the isolated guinea-pig ileum were in-
vestigated. Capsaicin produced a contraction followed by a relaxation of the circular muscle. Both
responses were easily desensitized. As the late relaxation response was not sufficiently intense to
be analyzed, the inhibitory effect of capsaicin on substance P-induced contractions was explored.
Capsaicin abolished the substance P-induced contractions. This inhibitory effect was not affected
by tetrodotoxin, and the effect was desensitized. Therefore, all effects of capsaicin on circular
muscle motility seem to be due to the release of sensory neuropeptides, similarly to those elicited
in the longitudinal muscle.
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